
AEJMC 2018 Conference: MMEE Division Meeting 

Minutes 

 

Tuesday, August 7 (6:45-8:15pm) 

 

Geoffrey Graybeal (Division Head):  

As of June 30, we have $4,995. The success of the preconference on audience analytics covers 

our costs for this conference. The preconference was capped at 35 and it sold out quickly. 

Thanks to Jiyoung and Sabine for their work on the preconference. It was very well attended as 

was the audience analytics panel today, which had 60 people in attendance at one point. It is very 

promising that we didn’t spend any money this year. 

 

Sabine Baumann (Program Chair): 

We had a fantastic preconference and it was the first thing that sold out of all programs by AEJ 

that was offered. Congrats to Jiyoung Cha for organizing the preconference. We had one offsite 

event and one more is scheduled for tomorrow. On Monday, we went to the National 

Endowment of the Arts. Anthony Palomba organized the offsite and it was well attended. It is 

interesting to know that they are offering grant money and their acceptance rate is 25%. 

Tomorrow, a group is going to WAMU Public Radio Station. Amber Hinsley organized this 

offsite and we are doing it in collaboration with Participatory Journalism. It is nice to have a co-

sponsored offsite. 

In terms of the chips, we’ve managed to get 8 co-sponsored panels, which is the max we can do 

without more chips. I want to thank the membership because we received a lot of fantastic panel 

proposals. Fortunately, we had a nice spread (1 research, 4 PF&R, and 3 teaching) of co-

sponsored panels across a number of divisions:  

 Advertising     “Media Branding” 

 

 Law      “Net Neutrality” 

 

 Communication Technology   “Mobile Communication” 

 

 Communication Theory & Methodology “Teaching Data Analytics” 

(Extremely well-attended and it was Todd who organized that event). 

 

 Media Ethics     “Ethical Challenges with Digital Disruption” 

(16 people attended for an 8am event so that was good). 

 

 Communication Technology   “Teaching Media Programming” 

(After today, I’m expecting a good crowd for that one). 



 “Teaching Entrepreneurship” panel tomorrow 

 

 Community Journalism   “Working Conditions for Women in the 

(Last day of conference).     Digital Environment” 

 

Research Chairs Report: Kelly Kaufhold & Ronen Shay 

Kelly: 

For Midwinter, there were 9 submissions and 6 were accepted. We had 2 panels when we 

normally have one. We had 7 people volunteer to review and ended up with 6 reviewers. We had 

a total of 27 reviews, 3 reviews for 9 papers. The two panels at the conference were “Media 

Economics and Social and Mobile Media,” and “Reinventing the Business of News,” which 

investigated legacy media outlets remaking themselves financially and experimentation. It was a 

good conference for grad students and it was pretty well attended. 

Ronen had some good ideas to increase submissions. He suggested an individual note be written 

to each of the authors for all 9 studies to please submit these by April 1 to MMEE in an effort to 

drive numbers up. Only a couple were submitted, which was disappointing, but we sent an 

individual e-mail to all involved. 

 

Ronen:  

For the annual convention, we had 20 eligible submissions and 2 disqualifications. Last year, we 

had 26 eligible and 6 disqualified. It is worth mentioning that there were additional media 

management conferences this year with the World Media Economics and Management 

Conference. In 2015, before the Media Industry Studies Group at ICA started, we were at 31 (no 

World Media or ICA). In 2016, we went to 22, but of course there was increased competition 

from World Media and ICA. Last year, there were 26 and it was AEJ and ICA.  

Our research chair goals for this year were as follows: 

1. Finding new and innovative ways to increase the number of submissions 

Kelly previously mentioned one (individual notes written to each author) and the other was the 

introduction of a special topic competition. We also asked each division officer to attempt to 

secure 3-5 submissions per officer. 

2. Improve the length and detail of reviews 

For this goal, we introduced the “Top Reviewer Award.” We found this to be useful in that it 

created an incentive to be a reviewer and it put the spotlight on the reviewer so that we could 

have a public acknowledgement and “thank you” for time put into reviews. 

 



Our recommendations are as follows: 

 1) Continue long-tail effort to increase submissions behind-the-scenes 

 2) Keep the top reviewer award moving forward 

 3) Continue with personal pleas for people to submit 

 

Kelly & Ronen (Special Topics Call): 

This year we included a special topics call which focused on ad agencies and life in ad agencies. 

We received a handful of submissions and selected the top 2 for a special panel. It was a separate 

paper call in an effort to try to grab some submissions that might not fit with MMEE or another 

division. We were trying to create an extra little niche that people could submit to drive up paper 

numbers. We think it worked. These were pretty specialized studies about agency work and 

agencies. It was a separate panel that Todd presented in and Anthony moderated. We liked the 

idea and want to continue with it as sort of this extra door that you can pass through to get 3 or 4 

more papers.  

The topic for this can rotate each year and it can be thematically based on wither what’s in the 

news or where the conference is being held. One idea we have is to modify the special 

competition to focus on audiences that would not normally submit to AEJ or topics that wouldn’t 

be covered by main open competition paper call. One example could be regulations stemming 

from the Canadian FCC since next year’s conference is in Toronto. 

 

Todd Holmes: Teaching Chair Report 

 

We had a very successful panel today with Communication Theory & Methodology on teaching 

data analytics. It was a packed house!  

 

In terms of other teaching panels, tomorrow there are two co-sponsored panels. One is co-

sponsored with Communication Technology and it covers the topic of the instruction of media 

programming in the non-linear and on-demand era. Jiyoung Cha organized that panel and she 

will be moderating it as well. The second panel is co-sponsored with the Community College 

Journalism Association and it is about teaching methods and practices for bringing 

entrepreneurship into the classroom. Kelly has put that panel together and he will be moderating 

it. 

 

The preconference workshop on audience analytics sounds like it was a wonderful success. The 

goal of the workshop was to provide attendees with information concerning the latest industry 

practices and technical skills relating to teaching and researching audience analytics. As 

previously mentioned, the event sold out quickly and even more people tried to get in during the 

conference. 



 

Geoffrey: Council of Divisions Update 

 

You may recall that about half of AEJ members didn’t belong to a division or interest group. 

Today and tomorrow from 9-4, there is a Div Fair. Every division has a sheet that is on display 

and a QR code that gives information about the division. This an AEJMC initiative but we 

should continue to aggressively advertise that students pay no membership fee in MMEE. 

 

The total AEJ membership is at 3,470 members, which is up from 3,408 last year. This includes 

730 students and 226 are international by how they classify it. AEJ wide, there were 1,584 

papers submitted, which is 2 less than last year. 65 more papers were accepted this year than last. 

In total, 785 papers were accepted this year compared to 720 last year for a 49.5% acceptance 

rate. The all-time high was 1,923 papers in 2015, which was the year the conference was in San 

Francisco. 

 

This year, they also did a special call on “industry research relevance.” Although they weren’t 

submissions to our division, several of our members got second place, Philip Napoli and 

Matthew Weber. It is nice to see our members win this award even if they did not submit to our 

division. 

 

 

Geoffrey: Annual Report 

 

One thing that we’ve wanted to do was to bring back the stickers for promoting the division. So, 

we’ve been asking people to join “MMEE.” We created and presented a flyer several years ago 

When AEJ was in Santiago and we used that for the Div Fair. The stickers are the most high-

profile and visible thing that we have done.  

 

The annual reports from the last two years will be posted by Angela or the Communications 

Chair to the website. They’re not up there currently, but they have been submitted to the main 

office.  

 

Another effort that we wanted to do was to increase cooperation with other conferences and 

create increased international awareness. We’d like to briefly recognize that we have Ulrike 

Rohn, President of the European Media Management Association. She is attending her first 

AEJMC conference. We’re happy about those efforts. 

 

 

Ronen & Kelly: Research Paper Competition Awards 

 

Faculty papers: 1
st
 place: Summer Harlow, University of Houston 

   2
nd

 place: Sylvia Chan-Olmsted, Rang Wang, & Kyung-Ho Hwang,  

   University of Florida & Kyungnam University 



   3
rd

 place (tie): Mark Poepsel, Southern Illinois Edwardsville 

     Mohammad Yousuf, Oklahoma 

 

*Top Reviewer:  Anthony Palomba, St. John’s University 

 

*This award is based on the length, detail, and overall quality of the reviews provided. 

 

 

Axel Roepnack: Robert Picard Book Award* 

 

Mike Rosenburg & Philip H. Seagar, IESE Business School, “Managing Media Business: A 

Game Plan to Navigate Disruption and Uncertainty” 

 

*The award honors the author(s) who have made a significant contribution during the previous 

year (2017) to the field media management, economics, and entrepreneurship. There were lots of 

competing manuscripts which shows that there is a market and demand for books in media 

management, economics, and entrepreneurship.  

 

 

Axel: Barry Sherman Teaching Award* 

 

Pat Phalen, George Washington 

 

*This award recognizes excellence and innovation in the teaching of media management, 

economics, or entrepreneurship.  

 

 

Geoffrey: Granting of Certificates to Officers 

 

Bibliographer & Community Outreach: Anthony Palomba 

Communications Chair:   Angela Lee 

Graduate Student Liason:   Jon Borden 

International Service & Outreach:  Dam Hee Kim 

Membership Division Recruitment:  Dom He & Angela Jung 

Immediate Past Head & Awards:  Axel Roepnack 

PF&R Committee Chair:   Amber Hinsley 

Research Committee Chair:   Ronen Shay 

Paper Competition Chair:   Kelly Kaufhold 

Secretary:     Allie Kosterich 

Teaching Committee Chair:   Todd Holmes 

Vice Head & Convention Program Chair: Sabine Baumann 

 



Sabine (incoming Division Head): Election of Vice Head and Secretary/Appointment of 

New Officers 

 

I would like to thank Geoffrey for doing such a great job. I would also like to thank the division 

for giving me the opportunity and honor to serve as your new chair. I’m very happy to be 

chairing a division that is in a good situation and we will continue in that direction. 

 

Division Head:    Sabine Baumann 

Vice Head & Convention Program Chair: Ronen Shay (unanimously by show of hands) 

Secretary:     Todd Holmes (unanimously by show of hands) 

Research Chair:    Jiyoung Cha 

PF&R Chair:     Amber Hinsley 

Teaching Chair:    Allie Kosterich 

Communications Chair:   Angela Lee 

Midwinter Chair:    Kelly Kaufhold 

Graduate Student Liason:   Paisley Benaza 

International Service & Outreach:  Mohammed Yousuf 

 

Board meeting scheduled for new officers tomorrow morning at 7:15am. There is also mandatory 

training for PF&R and Teaching Chairs and incoming Research Chairs and Vice Chair training at 

9:15am. 

 

 

Sabine: New Business 

 

We have to vote on a new conference site for 2022. There are three cities that are proposed: 

Detroit, Indianapolis, and Chicago. Detroit and Indianapolis have never been the site of an 

AEJMC conference. Everyone has one vote. We will do a 1, 2, 3 ranking of the three cities.  

 

Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis were ranked in that order by a vote of raised hands. 

 

The social after the meeting is brought to you by Taylor and Francis. Representatives will be 

there to discuss publishing opportunities.  

 

George Sylvie has retired and we wish him well in retirement.  


